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Boy  Sculptor,  Once  Praised  by  Caruso,  Makes 
Statue  of  Lincoln  and  Sells  It  to  School 


v., 


ii. 


An  unusual  statue  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, showing  him  as  the  young  rail- 
splitter,  was  completed  last  week  by 
Archimedes  Giacomantonio,  a  19-year- 
old  sculptor  who  lives  at  514  Jersey 
Avenue,  Jersey  City.  It  has  just  been 
purchased  by  the  Senior  Class  of  the 
Lincoln  High  School,  Jer.sey  City,  and 
will  soon  be  placed  near  the  main  en- 
trance of  the  school  building. 

The  statue  is  the  fulfilment  of  a 
boy's  ardent  dream— a  dream  of  walk- 
ing in  the  path  of  Saint  Gaudens  and 
Daniel  Chester  Frenc"a  and  Barnard 
and  the  other  sculptors  of  the  great 
Emancipator.  Less  than  seven  years 
ago  the  boy  was  singing  in  the  chil- 
dren's chorus  at  the  Metropolitan 
Opera  House,  with  an  unsuspected 
talent  for  sculpture  and   plastic  art. 

It  was  at  the  height  of  Caruso's 
fame  at  the  opera  house  and,  natu- 
rally, the  youngster  looked  up  to  him 
as  to  an  idol.  Shortly  before  Caruso 
left  the  opera  company,  young  Archi- 
medes walked  up  to  him,  a  little 
timidly,  and  presented  to  him  a 
tiny  statuette  of  himself,  carved  out 
of  a  cake  of  soap.  Trie  likeness  was 
so  realistic  that  Caruso  was  amazed, 
and  offered  to  finance  the  boy's  path 
through  art  school  if  he  was  willing 
to  continue  his  sculpture. 


The  offer  was  never  accepted,  be- 
cause Caruso  died  within  a  few 
months;  but  young  Archimedes  en- 
rolled in  the  Leonardo  da  Vinci  Art 
School,  and  brought  his  talents  to  the 
attention  of  Onorio  Ruotolo,  the  Italian 
sculptor. 

Last  year  the  Faculty  of  the  school 
announced  a  prize  for  the  best  head 
of  Lincoln  to  be  modeled  by  one  or  the 
students.  Archimedes  set  to  work, 
somewhat  in  the  scientific  spirit  of  his 
namesake  of  ancient  Syracuse.  He 
read  about  Lincoln,  he  saw  all  the  pic- 
tures and  statues  and  sketches  avail- 
able. He  says  he  even  dreamed  of  his 
statue  at  night,  thinking  of  its  compo- 
sition and  of  its  proportions. 

The  result,  remarkable  as  a  likeness 
and  as  an  original  conception,  is  dis- 
played In  Mr.  Ruotolo's  studio  on  the 
top  floor  at  11  East  Fourteenth  Street. 
It  shows  Lincoln  as  a  young  man, 
seated  on  a  log.  His  axe  is  buried  in 
the  wood  and,  instead  of  splitting  rails, 
Lincoln  is  shown  reading  a  book,  open 
in  his  lap.  He  is  studying  it  intently 
and  earnestly.  The  large  hands,  the 
large  feet  in  boots,  the  shaggy  brows 
and  deep-set  eyes,  the  spiritual  ex- 
pression of  the  Emancipator's  face  are 
faithfully  portrayed,  with  insight  rare 
among  more  experienced  artists. 


A  BOY  SAINT  GAUDENS— The  dream  of  walking  in 
the  path  of  Saint  Gaudens  and  Daniel  Chester  French  and 
Barnard  and  other  great  sculptors  of  the  great  emancipator, 
19-year-old  Archimedes  Giacomantonio  of  Jersey  City,  New 
Jersey,  has  modeled  this  statue  of  Lincoln  as  a  rail  splitter 
at  his  New  York  studio.  A  Jersey  City  high  school  "has 
already  bought  the  boy  sculptor's  creation.— P.  &  A.  Photo. 


A  NEW  JERSEY  UlUIl  SCHOOL  STTIVEXT,  Arehuuedes 
Giaconiaittouio,   recently   completed    this  statue  of   Lincoln, 

acclaimed   by    critics 

to  be  an  excellent 

bit  of  sculpture. 

-International. 


Dickinson  High  School] 
Jersev  City,  H.  J. 
Sent  11,  19^0. 

Dear  Madam, 

Am  in  receint  of  your| 
Letter  anent  Archimedes 
Giacomantonio .     It  is 
taking  uo  a  bit  of  my 
time  and  I  shall  com- 
municate with  you  as 
soon  as  I  can  run  down 
the  desired  information. 
In  the  meantime,   these 
lines  to  let  you  know 
I  am  working  on  the  matter| 
Sincerely,  . 
(h^Z^    J<juULU 
(/     Jane  TCelly,      $ 
Librarian. 
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[this  sideofcardis  for  address  ) 

Miss  Ethel  Henneford, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Ins.  Co 
fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


ARCHIMEDES   GIACOM ANTONIO 
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COVER  STORY 

"Saint  Francis,"  bronze,  2GVa"  high,  by 
Biucr.  Moore  (1905-1980).  The  work 
was  cutn missioned  by  The  Friends  of 
Art,  Wichita,  KS,  as  a  memorial  to  L.  W. 
Clap  p.  The  only  other  cast  is  in 
Brookgreen  Gardens,  SC.  The  sculpture 
won  the  Helen  Foster  Barnett  Prize  at 
the  National  Academy  of  Design 
exhibition,  1937.  See  page  24. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


Rodin  Exhibit 
Largest  Ever  Held 

"Rodin  Rediscovered"  now  through 
January  31,  1982  at  the  National  Gallery 
of  Art  in  Washington,  DC,  is  the  largest 
exhibit  ever  devoted  to  Auguste  Rodin 
(1840-1917).  The  350  examples  of 
sculpture  in  bronze,  plaster,  marble, 
terra  cotta,  wax  and  other  media  and 
drawings  occupy  a  large  part  of  the 
Gallery's  East  Building.  Two  French 
Salons  from  the  beginning  ( 1870's) 
and  end  (1917)  of  Rodin's  career  have 
been  recreated  to  show  the  context  and 
evolution  of  this  work.  Fifty  photo- 
graphs, fifty  drawings  and  40  plasters 
from  the  Musee  Rodin  in  Paris  have 
never  before  been  -exhibited  or  re- 
produced. A  new  casting  of  Rodin's 
21'  high  bronze  portal,  "The  Gates  of 
Hell"  is  there,  the  gift  of  B.  Gerald 
Cantor,  head  of  the  Cantor,  Fitzgerald 
Group,  an  inv  stment  firm. 

Medici  Portrait  Bust  Acquired 

A  bust  of  Grand  Duke  Cosimo  I 
de  Medici  (c.  1572)  by  Florentine 
master  portrait  sculptor  Giovanni 
.Bandini  (1540-1599)  has  been  acquired 
for  the  Los  Angeles  County  Museum 
of  Art.  The  over-life-size  bust  is, 
according  to  Peter  Fusco,  Museum 
Curator  of  European  Sculpture,  one  of 
the  most  important  portrait  busts  in  the 
United  States. 

In  16th-century  Italy,  Cosimo  I 
was  the  greatest  collector  of  the  arts 
in  general  and  the  foremost  patron  of 
monumental  sculpture  in  particular. 
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Although  life-size  busts  of  him  were 
executed  by  most  of  the  major  sculptors 
of  the  period,  Cosimo's  favorite  por- 
traitist   was   Giovanni   Bandini   called 


Giovanni  dell'  Opera  because  of  his 
extensive  work  for  the  Opera  dell' 
Duomo  (the  Cathedral)  of  Florence. 
Bandini  executed  five  marble  busts  of 
the  Grand  Duke. 

As  a  student  of  Michelangelo's  hated 
rival  Baccio  Bandinelli,  Bandini  may 
be  viewed  as  the  prime  exponent  of  the 
classicizing  trend  in  sculpture  which 
evolved  alongside  the  more  mannered 
style  of  Michelangelo's  followers. 


Insurance  for  Visual  Artists 

Artists  Equity  Association  announced 
in  May  the  first  all-risk  fine  art  in- 
surance program  for  visual  artists  in 
the  United  States.  The  insurance, 
available  to  non-members  as  well  as 
AEA  members,  will  cover  the  artist's 
own  work  while  it  is  in  the  smdio  and 


Wn  i  i/\M  M<  Vi  v,  "Old  Grizzly,"  brom  c,  11" long, 
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The  sculptor  determines  the  number  of 
casts  which  will  be  taken  from  the 
model  he  presents  to  the  bronze 
foundry.  Each  of  these  casts  is  then 
marked,  1/10,  2/ 10,  3/ 10.  U.S.  Customs 
Service,  as  we  have  noted,  allows  10 
casts  in  an  edition  as  original  and  duty- 
free. While  we  advocate  such  small 
editions,  it  is  up  to  the  sculptor  to  decide 
the  number  he  will  have  in  an  edition. 
No  more  than  that  number  may  be  cast 
from  the  original  model  in  bronze. 

A  number  of  sculptors  do  not  want 
to  select  a  number  for  an  edition  and 
simply  number  the  casts,  i.e.  1,  2,  3,  etc. 
as  they  are  produced.  Each  of  these 
numbered  bronzes  is  an  original,  but 
the  sculptor  leaves  himself  subject 
to  a  number  of  problems.  It  is  very 
easy  for  a  fraudulent  cast,  or  a  recast 
from  a  bronze  to  be  made.  Further, 
many  patrons  are  unwilling  to  buy  a 
bronze  when  they  cannot  be  sure  how 
limited  the  edition  will  be.  We  strongly 
recommend  selecting  a  number  for 
the  edition,  d.  Unauthorized  casts  are 
counterfeit  or  fraudulent  and  should 
be  recognized  as  such  by  museums, 
patrons,  and  the  public. 
Q.  What  makes  a  bronze  unique? 
A.  UNIQUE.  The  only  one,  the  sole- 
example.  In  a  bronze  sculpture,  this 
means  that  no  more  than  one  exists  in 
that  medium.  In  wood,  stone,  terracotta 
or  other  materials — the  same  indica- 
tions of  oneness  applies. 

An  afterword.  We  have  been  in  recent 
communication  with  the  office  of  the 
Attorney  General  of  New  York  State. 
An  attempt  is  being  made  to  draft  a 
law  which  will  prevent  the  increasing 
occurrence  of  unauthorized  recasting 
and  other  fraudulent  practices  in  the 
sale  of  sculpture.   National  Sculpture 


A rc;hinu;di;s Giac.omantonio,  "Lincoln— the 
Ruilsplittvr,"  1925,  plaster,  26"  high. 


18 


Bust  Done  by  Sculptor, 
J.  C.  Boy,  Bought  by  King 

Victor  Emanuel  of  Italy  Purchases  Work — 

Proud  Parents  of  Young  Artist 

Live  Downtown. 


Archimedes  Uiacomantonio,  whose 
sculpturing  has  attracted  much  at- 
tention through  the  purchase  by 
King  Victor  Emanuel  of  Italy  of  one 
of  the  sculptor's  pieces,  a  bust  of 
his  grandmother,  is  perhaps  no 
prouder  of  his  recognition  by  royalty 
than  his  parents,  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Gaetano  Giacomantonio,  who  live  at 
514  Jersey  Av.,  in  this  city. 

King  Vivtor  Emanuel  first  became 
interested  in  the  young  sculptor's 
work  last  year  at  an  exhibition  in 
Rome.  The  2i  -year  old  artist  has 
been  studying  sculpture  in  Italy  for 
the  past  five  years.  His  bust  of  a 
young  girl,  "A  Mediterranean  Flow- 
er," attracted  the  attention  of  the 
king,  who  complimented  Giacoman- 
tonio on  his  work  and  frequently  vis- 
ited  the  studio  to  view,  the  progress 
made  by  the  latter. 

Giacomantonio  was  born  in  Jersey 
City  and  graduated  from  Schools  o 
and  9  and  Dickinson  High  School. 
He  attended  the  Leonardo  DaVinci 
Art  School,  New  York,  before  going 
to  Rome  to  study  at  the  Royal  Acad- 
emy of  Art,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  two  years  ago. 

He  was  the  pupil  of  Vincenze 
Gemito  of  Naples,  one  of  the  great- 
est of  Italian  sculptors,  who  died  last 

■"231"-    A.  bust  of  Gemito,  executed  by 
.  -pairs  once  agcuu. 

YOUNG  SCULPTOR 

(Continued) 


The  bronze  bust  "Grandma,"  pur- 
chased Monday  by  King  A'ictor 
Kmauel  of  Italy  from  the  sculptor, 
Archimedes  Giacomantonio,  34,  of 
Jersey  City. 
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Giacomantonio,  is  in  the  Museum  of 
Valle  Giulia,  Rome. 

The  original  terra  cotta  of  the 
bronze  purchased  by  the  King  of 
Italy  is  at  the  home  of  the  sculp- 
tor's parents  here.  The  subject  is  a 
bust  of  the  sculptor's  grandmother, 
Mrs.  Grazia  Giacomantonio,  83,  who 
lives  in  Italy. 

Among  the  works  of  Giacomantio 
which  have  brought  praise  from  Eu- 
ropean and  American  art  critics  is  a 
bust  of  Prince  George,  of  Bavaria, 
now  a  Catholic  bishop  in  Rome ;  a 
bust  of  S.  E.  Edmond  Rossini,  aid  of 
Mussolini,  and  a  member  of  the  lat- 
ter's  cabinet;  a  bust  of  Beethoven, 
now  on  exhibition  in  the  studio  of 
radio  station  WEAF,  and  "The  Rail- 
splitter,"  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln as  a  young  man,  which  won  an 
award  in  this  country. 

The  home  of  Prof.  Giacomantonio 
has  many  beautiful  pieces  of  sculp- 
ture done  by  hi3  boy  and  many  more 
photographs  of  the  youth's  other 
works.  The  professor  has  also  auto- 
graphied  photos  of  Caruso  and  other 
famous  musicians.  He  is  well  known 
for  his  classical  compositions,  and  is 
a  teacher  of  music  as  well  as  a  com- 
poser. 


PERPETUATED  IN  MORE  DUR- 
ABLE  MATERIAL   THAN    THE 
SHADOWS  OF  THE  SCREEN: 
CHARLES  FARRELL, 
Film   Star    (Right),   With 
the  Bust  of  Himself  by 
Archimedes  Giacoman- 
tonio,    Young    Jersey 
City  Sculptor  (Left), 
in    His    Studio 
Ro: 
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Archimedes  Giacomantonio 


ROME,  M5)—  King  Victor  Emanuel 
today  bought  a  cast  bronze  bust  en- 
titled "Grandma,"  by  the  American- 
born  sculptor  Archimedes  Giacoman- 
tonio. His  address  is  514  Jersey  Av., 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
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"ROMANUS  SUM",  scultura  del  giovane  arti- 
sta  Archimede  Giacomantonio,  allievo  del  som- 
mo  Gemito,  eseguita  recentemente  in  Italia. 
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